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FromToJoeM@outlook.com

From: Administrator <administrator@autoadvisorai.com>
Sent: Wednesday, April 1, 2026 5:43 AM
To: autoadvisorai@outlook.com
Subject: Your Personalized AutoAdvisorAI Vehicle Test Plan

Hi there! Here is the personalized vehicle test plan you requested: 

🖨 Pro Tip: Print this and take it to the lot. Use the notes sections below to document your findings. You 
can upload a photo of these notes to our Acquisition Strategy generator later! 

Vehicle Context: This 2024 Honda Accord LX is equipped with the 1.5L turbocharged Earth Dreams 
engine and a Continuously Variable Transmission (CVT). At 32,162 miles, this vehicle is rapidly 
approaching the expiration of its 36,000-mile limited factory warranty, making this inspection your final 
chance to identify "free" dealership repairs. While generally robust, this specific powertrain requires 
strict adherence to oil maintenance to prevent fuel dilution and carbon buildup on the intake valves. 

1. The "Watch Out" Briefing 

● CVT Fluid Integrity: At 32k miles, the transmission fluid should still be a translucent pink/amber. Pull 
the dipstick (if accessible) or check the fill plug area for signs of dark, burnt-smelling fluid, which 
indicates the previous owner likely skipped the "Maintenance Minder 3" service.  
Notes: _________________________________________________________________ 

● Turbocharger Oil Seepage: Inspect the cold side of the turbocharger and the intercooler piping 
connections. Look for "sweating" or oily film; at this mileage, the seals should be bone-dry. Any moisture 
here suggests premature seal wear or excessive blow-by.  
Notes: _________________________________________________________________ 

● Steering Rack Pop: While stationary, rotate the steering wheel rapidly from lock-to-lock. Listen for a 
distinct "click" or "pop" coming from the steering column or floorboard, a known issue in the 11th-gen 
chassis that often requires a full rack replacement.  
Notes: _________________________________________________________________ 

● 12V Battery Longevity: Honda OEM batteries are notorious for high failure rates near the 30k-mile 
mark. Check the battery eye indicator or look for white acid efflorescence on the terminals; a weak 
battery in this car triggers a cascade of "ghost" sensor errors.  
Notes: _________________________________________________________________ 

2. Dealer Risk Flags 

● Oil Level/Scent Check: Pull the engine oil dipstick and smell the oil. If it has a pungent gasoline odor 
or the level is significantly above the "Max" line, the engine is suffering from fuel dilution. Dealers often 
overfill or fresh-change the oil to hide this before a sale.  
Notes: _________________________________________________________________ 
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● The "Detailer's Mask": Look for heavy silicone dressing (high shine) in the engine bay and wheel wells. 
This is often used to hide slow leaks from the timing chain cover or to mask dry-rotting on tires that may 
have been swapped from a higher-mileage unit.  
Notes: _________________________________________________________________ 

● Cabin Filter Neglect: Pop the glovebox and check the cabin air filter. If it’s clogged with debris, it’s a 
"smoking gun" that the 30,000-mile major service interval was ignored, suggesting the engine air filter 
and brake fluid are also likely original and degraded.  
Notes: _________________________________________________________________ 

4. The Lot Walkaround (Pre-Drive) 

● Active Grille Shutter Inspection: Peer through the lower front bumper intake. Ensure the horizontal 
plastic shutters are intact and not stuck open or broken by road debris; a failure here will trigger a Check 
Engine Light and decrease fuel economy.  
Notes: _________________________________________________________________ 

● Rear Brake Pad Thickness: Modern Accords use an electronic parking brake that tends to wear rear 
pads faster than the fronts. Check the inner pad thickness specifically; at 32k miles, they may be nearing 
the 3mm replacement threshold.  
Notes: _________________________________________________________________ 

● LED Housing Condensation: Inspect the internal corners of the LED headlights and taillights. Look for 
"fogging" or water droplets. These are sealed units; if moisture is present, the entire assembly must be 
replaced, which is a four-figure repair out of warranty.  
Notes: _________________________________________________________________ 

● Tire Shoulder Wear: Check the outer shoulders of the front tires for "feathering" or "saw-tooth" wear 
patterns. This indicates an alignment issue or aggressive cornering by the previous owner, which is 
common on the LX trim's softer suspension setup.  
Notes: _________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Power-On & Startup Evaluation 

● Cold Start Wastegate Rattle: Have an assistant start the engine while you stand near the front 
passenger wheel well. Listen for a metallic "buzzing" or "rattling" during the first 30 seconds of high-idle. 
This indicates play in the turbocharger wastegate actuator arm, a common precursor to turbo 
replacement.  
Notes: _________________________________________________________________ 

● Honda Sensing Boot-Up: Watch the 7-inch digital instrument cluster closely during the "sweep." 
Ensure the Lane Keeping Assist (LKAS) and Road Departure Mitigation icons turn green/white. If an amber 
"System Initializing" message lingers for more than 10 seconds, the front-facing camera or radar module 
is likely failing.  
Notes: _________________________________________________________________ 
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● Fuel Pump Prime Frequency: Turn the ignition to "On" without cranking the engine. Listen for a high-
pitched whine from the rear seat area. A loud, labored, or "chirping" sound from the fuel pump is a red 
flag, as these units have been subject to widespread recalls for impeller swelling.  
Notes: _________________________________________________________________ 

● Digital Cluster Ghosting: Check the left side of the instrument display for any flickering or "dead" 
pixels. At 32k miles, the LCD backlight should be perfectly uniform; any dimming at the edges suggests a 
failing display control unit (DCU).  
Notes: _________________________________________________________________ 

6. The Test Drive (In Motion) 

● CVT "Rubber Band" Surging: Accelerate steadily from 20 to 50 MPH at 25% throttle. Feel for any 
rhythmic surging or "hunting" in the RPMs. The CVT should simulate gear shifts smoothly; any "slipping" 
sensation or a "rubber band" delay in power delivery indicates belt wear or a faulty valve body.  
Notes: _________________________________________________________________ 

● A-Pillar Wind Whistle: Drive at highway speeds (60+ MPH) and listen for a distinct whistling or rushing 
air sound coming from the base of the A-pillar or side mirrors. This is often caused by a misaligned door 
seal or a gap in the mirror cap assembly, a known fit-and-finish issue on the 11th-gen Accord.  
Notes: _________________________________________________________________ 

● LKAS Centering Accuracy: On a straight, well-marked road, engage the Lane Keeping Assist. If the car 
"ping-pongs" between the lines or consistently hugs the left side of the lane, the camera calibration is off, 
likely due to an undocumented windshield replacement or minor front-end impact.  
Notes: _________________________________________________________________ 

● Low-Speed Brake "Groan": Perform several slow, creeping stops (under 5 MPH). Listen for a deep 
groaning or grinding sound. While some noise is normal, a heavy vibration in the pedal at this mileage 
suggests the front rotors are warped from heat, likely requiring a resurface or replacement.  
Notes: _________________________________________________________________ 

7. The Tech & Interior Audit 

● Infotainment Connectivity Stress Test: Plug a smartphone into the USB-C data port. Wiggle the cable 
slightly at the port. If the Apple CarPlay/Android Auto connection drops, the port housing is loose—a 
common failure point that requires replacing the entire center stack interface.  
Notes: _________________________________________________________________ 

● Climate Control Actuator Click: Cycle the temperature from "Lo" to "Hi" and change the airflow from 
"Floor" to "Defrost." Listen for a clicking or "thumping" sound behind the dashboard. A noisy actuator 
motor is a labor-intensive repair that involves pulling the dash.  
Notes: _________________________________________________________________ 

● Driver’s Seat Bolster Integrity: Inspect the outer foam bolster of the driver’s seat. At 32k miles, the 
foam should be firm. If it feels "mushy" or the fabric is pilling significantly, it indicates heavy use or a 
frame defect that will lead to discomfort on long drives.  
Notes: _________________________________________________________________ 
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8. Post-Drive Check 

● Radiator Fan Cycle: After the test drive, let the car idle for two minutes. The cooling fan should kick on 
and then shut off. If the fan runs at maximum speed continuously, it may indicate a sticking thermostat 
or a coolant temperature sensor error.  
Notes: _________________________________________________________________ 

● "Hot Plastic" Scent: Open the hood immediately after parking and sniff near the back of the engine 
block (near the firewall). A smell of burning plastic or "hot crayons" suggests that wire loom clips or heat 
shielding may be melting against the turbocharger housing.  
Notes: _________________________________________________________________ 

9. Questions for the Salesperson 

☐ Service Verification: Ask for the internal manufacturer service history (not CarFax) to verify open 
recalls/TSBs are closed. 

Notes: ________________________________________________________ 

☐ Vehicle-Specific Question: This vehicle is less than 4,000 miles away from the expiration of its 3-
year/36,000-mile limited warranty; will the dealership perform a formal "Warranty End Inspection" and 
provide a signed technician's report confirming the fuel injectors and head gasket show no signs of the 
common 1.5T "misfire" symptoms before I take delivery? 

Notes: ________________________________________________________ 

Ready to Negotiate with Confidence? 

Once you've verified the vehicle condition and filled out this checklist, don't walk into the finance office 
blind. Run this exact car through our Acquisition Strategy generator to get your target out-the-door price 

and word-for-word negotiation scripts. 

Build Your Acquisition Plan  

By using AutoAdvisorAI, you agree to our Terms of Service and Privacy Policy. This checklist is for informational purposes only. 
Always have a certified mechanic perform a pre-purchase inspection. 


